Week 9 Discussion Prompt
	If something is considered significant, then it may be termed as important. In the medical field, when analyzing studies that are conducted by researchers, it is necessary to determine both the clinical and statistical significance associated with the research findings. Statistical significance, therefore, refers to the likelihood that research findings will not be replicated in future studies. When testing hypothesis, statistical significance is often denoted as ‘p’ which is approximated to be 5%, to account for a five percent difference in the study findings if the population in question remains the same. Thus, results are concluded to be statistically significant if their probability in terms of compatibility with the null hypothesis is minimal (Walsh et al., 2014). Clinical significance refers to the difference that is exhibited between old and new therapies that are proposed based on study findings in the case that alteration of the norms in clinical approaches would make significant differences in patients’ care and wellbeing (Huo et al., 2012).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A study that was conducted on the application of topical minoxidil to treat premature baldness in men may be termed as one that was statistically significant with minimal clinical significance. The participants included 126 men who exhibited similar patterns of premature baldness. They were exposed to 2 or 3 percent minoxidil treatment or placebo treatment for 4 months. Treatment effectiveness was based on patient assessment of the cosmetic used and the total hair count. A three percent increase in hair count was recorded for the patients who used topical minoxidil compared to those that used the placebo, making the study statistically significant. Regardless, the difference in hair count was not considered to indicate a clinically significant improvement degree especially because no difference was recorded in the subjective assessment of cosmetics used by the two treatment groups (Olsen, 1985). Thus, the statistical significance of the study did not warrant its clinical significance.
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